
The statement starts with a spiritual message: “Every faith tradition 
invites us both to feed the hungry and care for our environment and 
its myriad life forms. As people of faith, we recognize the moral 
imperative without exception to change our lifestyle in keeping with 
the carrying capacity of the earth and the protection of its climate. 
We also recognize the need to ensure that policies enacted by 
elected representatives and relevant international organizations 
contribute to an improved quality of life for every human person, 
each made in the image and likeness of God, and to the 
sustainability of ecosystems on which every living creature 
depends.” 
  
“We believe that the challenges to be addressed at this conference 
present a huge opportunity to build a new human society, rooted in 
our loving reverence for and responsible stewardship of all 
Creation.”  
  
The statement then addresses key issues relating to the conference: 
human rights, climate change, transgenics, right to food, 
empowerment of communities and women, biofuels, transport, 
sustainable agriculture and rural development, education, policies: 
coherence and implementation, civil society participation. 
  
“We advise caution against ‘short-term’ solutions. A clear focus, 
respecting the integrity of creation, must be kept on eliminating 
poverty and unjust social structures, the root causes of hunger, 
through a multiple options approach.” 
  
On future strategies for climate change the statement says “We 
cannot accept proposals involving the eventual removal of at least 
one billion small farmers in developing countries to towns, leaving 
future food production predominantly in the hands of large agro-
industrial enterprises.”  
  
Signatories declare their strong support for the key role of small 
farmers and their need to be free the exchange seeds and 
innovations amongst each other. Signatories also advocate policies 
based on the right to food, food sovereignty, while warning of the 
need for a highly precautionary approach to transgenics-based 
biotechnology as well as to the further development of biofuels. 
 


